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MTAC ANNUAL CONVENTION 2009 
July 3-7 Santa Clara 

 

 
The theme for Convention 2009 is "Got Rhythm?"  and will be held from 

July 3 -7, 2009 at the Santa Clara Marriott Hotel . 
Look for more information on www.mtac.org throughout the year. 
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Jane Bastien, Melody Bober, Bonnie Blanchard, Chen Yi 
Hans Boepple, Rebecca Boggart, Arthur Campbell, Gail Lew 
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· The Contemporary Festival is open to all repertoire of the 20th and 21st Century composers, and to 
works of those composers listed in the CM Syllabus as “Transitional: Impressionist / Early 20th 
Century.”  Ragtime in its original form (not simplified or arranged) is acceptable.  Arrangements and 
music derived from TV, movies, and other sources are not acceptable.  If in doubt, contact the festival 
chairperson.   

 
· The Contemporary Festival is open to all levels of piano, instrumental, and voice students, both solos 

and ensembles. 
 

· Students will receive awards of medals, ribbons, and certificates based entirely on adjudicators’ decisions.  
Students are separated into the following age categories:  ages 11 and under, ages 12-14, ages 15-19, and 
adult.  The top 25% of students in each age category receive 1st Place Medals, the next 25% of students in 
each category receive 2nd Place Blue Ribbons, the next 25% of students receive Honorable Mention Red 
Ribbons, and the next 25% receive a Yellow Participation Ribbon.   

 
· Teachers are limited to 8 students each.  Contributory Members may NOT enter students. 

 
· Each student must actually study with the teacher who is entering him/her in the festival, and should have 

studied with the teacher for six months prior to the festival, unless permission is given by the previous 
teacher, or the teacher change was necessary because of a geographic move. 

 
· There is a five minute time limit per performer.  Pieces longer than five minutes may be ended by the 

presider.   
 

· A maximum of two pieces per student are allowed only if they are by the same composer and from the 
same collection.  Each piece must be under two minutes in length.  
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Application Deadline:  Wednesday, April 8, 2009  
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· All music must be memorized with the exception of duets, ensembles, and accompaniments.     
 

· Music should be in its original form  NOT simplified or transcribed.   
 

· No keyboard concerti will be allowed. 
 

· Grounds for festival disqualification include failure to bring music for the judges, bringing photocopied 
music, performance of a piece other than the piece entered, and incomplete or inaccurate entry 
applications. 

 
· Teachers are expected to work at the festivals in which they have entered students; failure to do so may 

result in a monetary fine or other penalties. 
 

· Teachers may not accompany their own students. 
 

· No prepared piano or electronic enhancement is permitted. 
 

 
On the Festival day, make sure that each student knows the rules for recital etiquette, dresses appropriately, and 
brings a copy of the music (NO PHOTOCOPIES) for the adjudicators.  Following the festival, certificates and 
evaluation sheets will be mailed to the teachers.  Medals and ribbons may be picked up at the branch general 
meeting or from the chairperson or may be mailed if sufficient postage is included. 

� Application Procedure 
 
Please register online at www.mtacocc.org .  The Festival Registration Form and Adjudicator Evaluations 
Sheets are available on our website under “Contemporary Music Festival”.   
 
In addition, please mail the following items to  
 
Bobbette Cameron, 40 N. Stonington Road, Laguna Beach,  CA 92651,  
 
or bring them to the April 8 th Branch Meeting in a 9x12 or larger envelope:     
    

1) 1 copy of the Festival Registration Form (Student List).   
2) 3 copies of the Adjudicator Evaluation Sheet per student.    
3) One self-addressed, stamped envelope.    
4) One check for registration fees made out to MTAC, Orange Coast Cities. 

· Solo entries:  $25 each 
· Duet/ensembles:  $25 for the first student + $12.50 for each additional student  

5) Please include postage according to the number of students entered:    
 1-2 entries  $1.00   5-6 entries  $2.50 
 3-4 entries  $1.75    7-8 entries  $3.25 

 
Note:  Registration fees and postage are non-refundable. 
 

Teachers may request AM or PM if absolutely necessary.  More specific scheduling requests cannot be 
accommodated.   
 
Absolutely NO CHANGES, ADDITIONS, OR LATE ENTRIES w ill be accepted after the April 8, 2009 
deadline. 
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��The time has come!  By now, the voice students are just about to have their 
evaluations, or perhaps they already have.  Many thanks to Susan Parr for arranging to have 
those at her church (Faith Episcopal Church: 27802 El Lazo, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 on 
on both Saturday and Sunday.�45������$�5������ �%�������������������������
������������2������������ 1������2����2���
����� �?������������)0�")3D��
Kathleen Martin , Voice Chair, is the best; she puts it all together.  Then we have the strings 
evaluations, and Gloria Traulle  is a miracle worker, sorting through the schedule and 
accompanists and theory tests and evaluators—you name it.  We are so very lucky to have 
these accomplished and willing chairs for voice and strings! 
 
�  And now on to piano, including theory.  Remember, no cell phones in the theory test 
room—tell your students!!  Also tell them to go to the bathroom before they come.  Sorry to 
be so rude, but if they’re desperate, a monitor has to go with them.  They’ll hate that!  
Speaking of miracle workers, Bob and Maxine Casper are wonderful at organizing the 
theory testing.  Wow!  We couldn’t manage without them. 
 
�  Be sure to emphasize to your students that the assigned evaluation time is absolutely firm; 
they must be there on time, and in the right location.  Also please ask the parents on 
“Saddleback Days” (strings, too) to wait for the students on the patio and not in the parking 
lot.  There is no supervision in the parking lot, and we want our students to be safe. 
 
�  I know that you would never request a change of time or place unless it was for a dire 
emergency.  Please know that to change now requires a long procedure that you can’t do for 
me.  Remember that the only changes accepted after March 7 are drops or change to Path B.  
Let me know immediately if any student needs to do either of those things.    
 
�  When you get your work assignment, please treat it as a firm commitment.  We need every 
single teacher to help on these busy days.  And guess what?  You’ll enjoy it!  You’ll help the 
students, not just your own, and you’ll interact with your colleagues in a most pleasant way.  
This is your way of thanking the people who have been working on organizing CM (let me 
name a few more:  Bobbette Cameron, Valerie Radlick, Marina Sakach, Nancy Pirozzi) 
to get it going on these days! 
 
�  We’re all eager for our students’ results.  No BBEs will be available on evaluation days.   
All results must be entered online, which means that after a day or two you can go to 
MTAC.org and click on Student Evaluation Results in the big menu that comes up after you 
log in.  This could give you a head start on applying for convention performances (deadline 
April 15) and/or branch honors (deadline April 8).  A week after all piano evaluations are 
complete statewide, the BBEs will be available on Katy Dougherty’s front porch.  Look up 
her address (24751 Argus, Mission Viejo, CA 92691) and find it by going to I-5, La Paz, 
Muirlands, and Ares.  You can’t miss it!  
 
�  One more thing:  be kind to the evaluators who have come a long distance to do this work.  
Yes, they’re paid, but it’s a really long day.  Please be respectful, and treat them as the 
colleagues they are.  Do not discuss individual students’ evaluations with them at any time. 
 
Certificate of Merit is the culmination of a year of hard work for the students and their 
teachers.  Enjoy the accomplishment!  And thank you all for your graciousness and 
cooperation. 

Judy Jenkins jenkinsmusic@cox.net 

 (949-859-8849) 

    Message from Judy Jenkins��� 
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Teachers - It is very important for you to 
check the spelling of your on-line 
registrations. Remember that when dealing 
with computer registration, it is garbage in 
garbage out.  If the program chairperson 
misses catching any misspelling, it will be 
printed incorrectly in the program.   
 
Thanks! 
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Anniversary Scholarship  
for Saddleback College�
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Please go to http://www.mtacocc.org/programs.htm 
for scholarship application forms. Mail the form to each chairs. 

 
Deadline for both Scholarship programs:  
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